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We have had many successful events in the last few months. Atten-
dance at the General Membership maetings has been exceptional.
The Christmas party wos o great sociol event. A group of dedi-
cated volurteers made the CYO fly tying dasses o fun event.
Many new fly tyers were infroduced to this reloxing and rewarding
hobiby.

However, there are many disturbing developments that may
threaten the cold-water fisheries of our State. Proposed changes
to the reguirement for bypass flows odequate to support fisheries
and recreation may be implemented. The proposal for modifica-
tion of Rocky Mountain Mafional Park streams and lakes to return to
a pre 1840 status Is still being developed. What does Larimer
County's proposed sale of land that the Cownty owns along the Big
Thompson mean to our fishing access?

The Glade reservair development may impact in-stream flows in
ports of the Powdre River. Final decisions on these proposals have
naot been made. The environmental impoct of these proposals has
not been researched. It is certainly not clear whot proposals or
portions thereof that TU should support or oppose.  We welcome
the participation of our membership in determining our adions,
Board meetings are open to all and take ploce the Teesdoy follow-
ing the General Membership meeting.

www.rockyminflycasters.com

City Market Cares

City Morket and King Soopers
haxve walue cards that shoppers use
to get discounis af these stores.
Chances are you already have ane
in four wallet, All vou need to do fo
parficipate In their electronic
fundralsing program i sign up
once. Then esch fime that you use
your |:::.|n:| h=; shn = r||¢ £ et Lkt -:ﬂ:
your purchase is registered undar
the charity of your chalce. Fouwr
timas ecch year, the tatal amount
registered to each charlty ls
computed and a total of 5125000
is distribuhed to the charifies,
proportional to the registered
amaunts. Colorode Trawt Unlinited
is one of the registered Charities.

I wau sign up os a CTU member,
you purchasas will odd to the fotal.
This costs you nothing, and onky
requires your effort fo sign up. San
up sheets will be available ot our
Creneral meetings. The CTU funds
will suppert stream improvement
ststewlide through thelr mini-grant
prograim.
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Eﬂvﬁr&ﬁ 's Nest Open Space:
Willow Cu ﬂ‘iﬁﬁ

Rocky Mountain Flycasters Chapter—Colorads Trout Unlimited members
journeyed to the Larimer County Eogle's Mest Open Spoce near Livermare an
saturday, Febreary 24, 2005 to collect willew cuttings for resteration wark an
the Morth Fork Poudre River, Charlie Gindler, Larimer County Open Londs
Department and new manager of the Eogle's Mest area, met RMF volunteers Ray
and Judy Andress, lim DeMartinl, Lee and Greg Evans, Phil Eeller, Bandy, Allie
and Jackson Mergler, Chris Sheafor, Bob Streeter, Martin Yitulla, Paul Wehr, and
Phil and Lagan Wright, and briefed the group an the background of the Eagle's
Mest area, plans for manogement and opening the site, and status of the project.
Charlie pointed out thaot the first steps were to improve the occess rood, loy out
and construct @ trail system, relocate cattle corrals, protect a spring and pipe
water to the corrals, rebuild a bridge across the Morth Fork, and fence off the
riparian zane alang the Merth Fark fo manoge cattle grazing. The Open Lands
Dapartment wants to observe the notural reaction to remaring the grazing
pressure from the Morth Fork rparian zone prior to doing anything more than
plant same natlve shrubs in some of the most degraded areas.

RMAF volurteers folkewed Charlie across the river 1o some exiting willow areeas,
The valumtears selected viable willow shoots and harvested opproximately 150+
cuttings.  Jim DeMarting, Lee Evans, Phil Keller ond Rondy Mergler volmteered to
take the cutfings fo thelr homes to ploce them in water for rooting. losh Wylkoff
of Larimer County Open Londs Department hos ordered other native shrubs fram
the Colorada State Forest Service and has set Saterday, April 186 2005 a3 the
planting day. RMF voluntears will join in aid in the plonting of all the shrubs 1o
occelerote the restoration of riparion vegetation along the most degroded
sections of the Marth Fork.

The RMF veluntesrs were impressed with the Bagle’s Mest Open Space and
exprassed o sirong desire to assist County staff in all elements of their wark,
Including trail work, restoration of eroskon areas [reods, cotle feeding areas,
riparion areas draining into the Morth Fark, etc.), and future stream bank and
bed enhancement work, EMF volmteers donated o tatal of 435 hours of effort to
harvest the willews and to learn more about the area,
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}%Mmg Winter Tailwaters

fcrsf Vince Wilcex

Tall woter fisheries by noture have more consistent water temperatures throsghout the yvear and are
great o fish anytime of year, especially in the winter months. The days can be short and bitter cold but
the crowds hove long since subsided, ond fishing con be spectocular. We are truly blessed to have the
opportunity to fish these woters year round. While many fisherman have already packed up their gear
for the winter, I'm getting ready for the next few months of sclitude and fun in some of our fabulows
tallwaters we hove occess to within o few hours drive. | will be writing o monthly piece aobout some of
thase frips over the course of this winter to inform fisherman of many diferent fishing possibilities and
give them the informotion o be able to venture out and find success on thelr own.

| will start this series of articles off on a day of fishing the Big Thompson since it is close encugh for mast
memkers to get to within an hour. If you don't wont to drive 2-4 hours to give winter fishing a fry, the
Olympus Dam below Estes is an excellent place to wet a line, In a recent outing Steve Solano and |
caught well over two dozen fish, mostly comprised of baautiful Rainbows. YWe were fishing o double
nymph rig comprised of o size #18 Lint Bug for the point fly trailing a #20 Chartreuse Little Green
Machine. By varying our weight and indicator height while working the water column we were able fo
find the different feeding zones which will greatly improve your success. Winter fishing con be very
technical and will often times require the we of long leaders, light tippet, accurate presentations, and
just the right amount of weight if you ore nymphing. The tokes are often times very subtle and waiting
for your indicator to move will not always be effective, watch for any movement and lift slowly. Try
rigging the way | explained in the last piece an the THT. The average size you will catch will be arcund
10-127, which is not to say there are not planty of fish in the 14-146" range becouse there are planty of
thase fo go around up there as well with an accasionally larger one, Two days after Steve and | were
there | went back up ond we only cought six In a few hours so this s where | put In the disclaimer like
thaose welght loss pill commercials, results may vary!

In an effort to help fly fishers catch more fish this winter we will give all cord bearing TU members one
FREE Lint Bug & one FREE Little Green Maching with any purchase from Angler's Boost up unfil March
31st. These flies will fish well all year round but can be particularly effective from September through
Moy, | will fish these everywhere with fantastic results so let us know how you do with them. Come get
vour FREE flies at Angler's Roost, Thanks for reading!
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March. General Meets

The Bocky Mountain Fly Casters will meet at the University Park Holiday

Inm, 425 W. Prospect, on March %,. Social hour bagins at $:30 followed

by the program at 7:30. David Mickum, Execdtive Directar of Colorads

trout Unlimited will speak about his fishing experiences in Bocky Moun-

tain Mational Park. We can alse expect an update on the most recent

CTU initiatives to restore and protect our cold-water fisheries heritage.

Owr lost few maetings hove been well ottended. YWe oppreciote your

interest. Bring a friend. Admission i free and the public is welcome.
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Calendar of Events

Racky Mawniain Flycasters General
Meating, Wednesday &:30 PM, March
9 at The University Pork
Hyatl/Holiday lan in Fi. Collins,

March Boord Meeting on the 141k af
The Depat,

The April General Maeting will be an
Bpril 13 ot 6:30 at the Haliday Inn.

Here are a few Ay tying closses ond
clinics caming up:

5. Paber's in Fi. Collins will have Fly
tying sessions on Saturdays fram
10:00 fo Noon throwghoul March. On
thie 12th Brad Bischoff will be
showing semeaf his favarite Bighorn
flies, on the 19h Chris Schranz will
ba tying, and on the 26ih Charlie
Craven will be bewisting vp his
favarite patterns,

Greal Westem in Loveland will have
the following serminars on Salurday
mamings fram 10:00 fo noen - March
121h Nymphing with Dan Dawvis,
March 1%h Tying Flies with John
Balis, March 26th Troul and Conp of
Wiyaming's Marth Platie with Mark
Boname, April 2 Fly Fishing the Sowth
Platte with Stan Bentern and April 9
Fly Fishing the Gunnison with Brad
Bafus,

Julie Roy of Bak's Fly Tying Special-
Hias will be affering fly tying closses
thraughout the winker.

Anglers Roost Fly tying clinics af their
stare in Fi, Calling will include Foaam
Flies weith Bainy's on March 12h and
Dennis Martin spinning deer hair Flies
an March 26,




